PROTOCOL REVIEW CHECKLIST
FOR REQUIRED CONTENT – IACUC

You may use this sheet to aid in your review of an ACORP.

PI			   Protocol Title									

Reviewer Name			    		Date of Review			

Necessary Review Criteria:
Check to indicate if the proposal contains the required information. Make sure all required protocol questions are answered.

	Section
	Requirement (USDA, PHS, Guide, AVMA)
	
	Comment

	Options
	All relevant items in the Protocol Species Grid are checked
	Y__     N__
	

	Protocol Overview
	Lay summary briefly describes what will happen to animals over the course of the study and how the benefits of the study outweigh any pain/distress that may occur. 

Description is in non-technical language.
	Y__     N__
	

	Protocol Overview
	The Experimental Summary is understandable, scientifically justifies the use of animals (particularly for non-peer-reviewed studies), and gives an adequate description of what will happen to the animals from their arrival to euthanasia or transfer.
	Y__     N__
	

	Species Information
	Sex, age, weight and identification method(s) for animals is described
	Y__     N__
	

	Justification for Choice of Species
	Justification for the choice of species is clear and reason(s) why a species lower on the phylogenetic scale are not appropriate are provided.
	Y__     N__
	

	Strain Information
	Each strain described in the experimental design is listed, and for genetically modified animals, any abnormal behaviors or clinical signs should be listed under Phenotype. If phenotype has the potential to cause morbidity/mortality, monitoring and humane endpoints should be described.
	Y__     N__
	

	Breeding
	All strains are listed in the Cayuse form. Legacy Appendix 7 is filled out and attached here,
	Y__     N__
	

	Non-surgical Procedures and Exceptions
	All non-surgical procedures and non-standard husbandry have been listed and described. All deviations from the standard procedure should be described.
	Y__     N__
	

	Surgical Procedures
	All surgical procedures are listed and described in adequate detail so that it is clear what the procedure entails. Pre-, intra- and post-operative procedures and monitoring should be adequately described. Aseptic techniques for survival surgeries are required, How aseptic techniques are achieved must be described
	Y__     N__
	

	Vet Drugs
	Dosage regimen for anesthetics, analgesics and other veterinary drugs should be completely described.
	Y__     N__
	

	Experimental Agents
	All agents administered to animals beyond those already listed in Drug Information are listed here and dosing/hazard information is provided.
	Y__     N__
	

	Euthanasia Method
	Description of the euthanasia method is complete and is acceptable according to the AVMA guidelines on euthanasia, unless a deviation is justified in writing for scientific reasons with supported literature. Answered even for protocols with no euthanasia planned.
	Y__     N__
	

	Animal Numbers
	The number of category B, C, D and E animals match those described in the experimental design. 

Justification section is complete and includes a table listing animal numbers/USDA Category for each strain. This table should include all experimental animals, breeders and those that are of undesired genotype. 
	Y__     N__
	

	Methodology
	Experimental design describes the rationale or aim for each experiment. 

Procedures, and the order in which they’re performed, are clearly defined. 

Treatment groups are clearly described, including figures/tables, as necessary. Animal numbers have been justified and match those in previous sections.

Description should not be a cut/paste from the Vertebrate Animal Section of a grant application.

A table describing the preferred strain names by PI, full/complete nomenclature of the strain name (and catalog strain #) from vendors or collaborators is provided.
	Y__     N__
	

	Unrelieved Pain/Distress
	Justification for Category E procedures is appropriate and includes relevant, recent references.
	
	

	Reduce, Refine, Replace
	PI has appropriately described how the 3Rs (replacement, reduction, refinement) have been considered and/or applied to their protocol.
	Y__     N__
	

	Personnel
	Qualifications and experience for all designated responsibilities are adequately described. Relevant CITI or AAALAS Learning Library training dates are listed. If any personnel require training for a particular listed responsibility, that training plan is adequately described. Be sure Primary Contact is checked in order to receive Cayuse email notifications.
	Y__     N__
	

	Database Search
	Keywords and search strategy seems likely to identify alternatives, if they should exist, and are required.
	Y__     N__
	

	Endpoints
	Clinical criteria for euthanasia (general health and procedure specific) are adequately described and justified. Monitoring of these criteria is appropriate. 
	Y__     N__
	

	Attachments
	Relevant SOPs and letters of support are attached
	Y__    N__ 
	

	General
	Verify that changes recommended by the veterinarian have been incorporated. 
	Y__   N__
	

	Progress Report
	3-year renewal protocols (de novo reviews) have a brief description of what was accomplished during the previous approval period, including the number of animals used.
	Y__   N__ 
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